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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
If you see any
We now have only four weeks remaining of Term One, with the school Term concluding on suspicious activities
Thursday, April 1. It is really pleasing to see our students so engaged in their learning each
the school after
and every day, and this year we are including several ‘snapshots’ of various student hours please contact
endeavours within our school newsletters and also via Connect from class teachers. Our School Watch
school values parent helpers in our classrooms and, if you have not already done so, I would
Security
encourage you to please contact your child’s teacher if you are able to assist.
1800 177 777
Excelsior Primary School is on the Department of Education Bushfire Zone Register, as it is
located in a designated bushfire risk area. Our designated bushfire risk rating is ‘very high’.
This means that, if a ‘Catastrophic’ fire danger rating is declared for the City of Gosnells, our
school may be required to invoke a pre-emptive (planned) closure. Further information
regarding this has been included in this newsletter. We will participate in a bushfire
evacuation drill this term.
Our school is extremely fortunate to have a very high-functioning School Board that The second-hand
uniform shop
contributes to effective school governance, capably led by Mr Cameron McLean. We are
will open
currently looking to add Parent members to the Board and are inviting any parent with a
child at our school to nominate for this position. Further information regarding this process
on Thursday
has been included in this newsletter.
March 18 from
Our Parents & Citizens Association are an invaluable part of our school community and have
worked tirelessly to raise a significant amount of money for our school, which directly
benefits our students. Currently, the P & C are seeking nominations for office bearers. We
hope to see interested at the P & C AGM on Tuesday, March 16 at 6 p.m.

2:40 - 3 p.m. in
the alcove of
A Block.

Last year our school implemented a Student Mobile Phones Policy and Guidelines that aligns with Department of
Education policy. This policy can be found on our school website http://excelsiorps.wa.edu.au/wp-content/
uploads/2020/02/Mobile-Phone-Policy-Excelsior-Primary-School.pdf
Our ANZAC Service will take place in our undercover area during the first week of next term, on Friday, April 23
commencing at 9:15 a.m. The Year 1-6 students will attend this service along with a number of invited guests,
parents and community members. Our service contains all the essential protocols that show respect and
appreciation for all that our Diggers have done in all conflicts across the world. This years’ service also recognises
the service of our Indigenous ANZACS. Our service features a police pipe band piper, the Choir performing and
the laying of the beautiful wreath. We would like to invite those family members of our current students who are
members of our Defence Force, either past or present, to attend. Please contact the school office on 625 89300
to RSVP between now and the end of this term.

Currently school premises are not required to maintain a contact register using the covid SafeWA app, however may
choose to do so. This was discussed at last evening’s School Board meeting and the decision was made to implement this, as an option for all parents and visitors. Please note that the SafeWA App data is held by the Department
of Health and is not accessible to the school. Therefore, normal sign in and sign out procedures via the front office
apply. The QR code is available on our front office doors and at the front reception desk, for your convenience.
Kind regards,
Bec Stewart
Principal

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS
Excelsior Primary School is an Independent Public School, and as such is required to have a School Board.
The school, in collaboration with the board, establishes a vision for the school that reflects the aspirations and needs of
the community. The board can have an important influence on the direction of the school, with members bringing ideas
and lending their expertise to strategic planning and community partnerships.
The Excelsior School Board membership is made up of Parents, School Staff and Community Members. We are currently
looking to add Parent Members to the Board and as such are inviting any parent with a child at Excelsior Primary School
to nominate for these positions.
To ensure that the board contributes to effective school governance, and leads to better informed decision-making,
new ideas, opinions, solutions and stronger connections with the school community, we are keen to ensure that our
membership represents the diversity of our school community.
The School Board has meetings twice a term on Wednesday evening from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.
If you would like to nominate for the position of School Board Member or would like further information, we encourage
you to send an email to either:
Bec Stewart (Principal) - rebecca.stewart2@education.wa.edu.au
Cameron McLean (School Board Chair) – cmclean@kauko.com.au

Pre-emptive (planned) school closure during the bushfire season
Excelsior Primary School has been placed on the Department of Education bushfire zone register as it is located
in a designated bushfire risk area.
If a ‘Catastrophic’ fire danger rating has been declared for the City of Gosnells, the school may be required to
invoke a pre-emptive (planned) closure. A ‘Catastrophic’ fire danger rating poses a significant threat to the school
as if a fire starts, it is likely to be uncontrollable, unpredictable and fast moving.
Parents will receive a text message to inform them of a possible Pre-emptive closure of the school.
The final decision to pre-emptively close the school will be confirmed with the Principal no later than 4.30 p.m. on
the day before the pre-emptive closure. If the forecast changes after the 4.30 p.m. deadline, the school remains
closed to limit confusion within the school community.
Parents will receive a text message to either confirm or reverse a Pre-emptive closure of the school.
Typically, schools will only be required to close for a day at a time. However, this will depend on changing weather conditions. Parents will receive a text message to advise if the school will reopen the day after the pre-emptive
closure, or whether it will remain closed.
Parents are encouraged to monitor official bushfire information sources for current information about fire danger
ratings:
Emergency WA website - https://www.emergency.wa.gov.au/
Department of Fire and Emergency Services
Information line – 13 33 37
Twitter - https://twitter.com/dfes_wa
Local radio
ABC Emergency WA
ABC local radio
6PR
Please contact the school on 625 89300 with any concerns relating to Pre-emptive closures during the bushfire
season.

Parents, welcome to Term 1 2021! My work days this Term are Wednesday and Thursday.
This Term will be a busy one for your children with lots of exciting things planned, including Harmony Day
on Wednesday, March 17. On this special day, we celebrate all cultures in unity. We will be having a
Harmony Day assembly at 8:50 a.m., and parents and caregivers of students performing will be invited to
attend. All students are invited to wear traditional costumes,
colours of their country or the colour representing Harmony Day,
orange. We will be holding a special multicultural lunch. This lunch
will be shared with other Block classes. More information will be
sent home to parents via connect about Harmony Day.
AUSSIE OF THE MONTH
The Value for February is Kindness
Violet B2: Violet is a kind student who genuinely cares for her friends. Her cheerful
nature puts a smile on the faces of those around her. Violet uses her spare time to write
letters and make gifts for her friends which in turn, brightens their day. She selflessly
offers to help her peers when they are in need. We are extremely lucky to have you
‘sprinkling kindness’ in our class, Violet.
Joanna-Lee C1: Joanna-Lee is a lovely friend to everyone at Excelsior Primary School.
She is helpful and she cares about others. Joanna-Lee is happy to share with her
classmates and considers the feelings of others. She is polite and caring, and deserves
this recognition.
Excelsior has many students who demonstrate outstanding values in the school
environment. Other nominations for this award were: Lincoln A3, Kevin A4, Sabina B1, Manvi B3,
Omar B3, Ethan B4, Rian C2, Heidi C3, Cassie C4, Chloe C5, Peyton C6, Cody C6 and Riro C6.

C5/C6 ASSEMBLY
On Friday February 26, all of the amazing students from C5 and C6 hosted the first assembly of the year.
Our assembly performance was a synchronised basketball routine to a variety of music. We chose our
own groups, and our music, and then came up with the cool moves to match the beat. After lots of
practise, we were finally ready. Many parents, as well as all the excellent Excelsior students were able to
experience our fabulous performance. We had an awesome time working together to bring it all
together and were so happy with the end product. We hope that everyone that attended enjoyed it too.

MUSIC
What an exciting start to Term 1! Choir rehearsals are well under way in preparation for ANZAC Day and
the Massed Choir Festival. A reminder that students from Year 4-6 are welcome to join, no audition
necessary. The choir rehearses at 8a.m every Wednesday morning.
We have been learning two whole school songs this term, one for ANZAC Day - ‘Kolbang Australia Kwop’
- the national anthem in Nyoongar language. The other song is called ‘Get Back Up Again’, a song about
building resilience, something Excelsior P.S.is committed to.
Instrumental Music School Services lessons have begun and the Year 5 students received their
instruments last week. They were all very excited! At Excelsior PS we offer ten places into the program
each year, five students on clarinet and five on brass (usually trumpet or trombone). Students in Year 4
will undertake the musical aptitude test later this year to determine who will qualify for the program
next year.
At the end of last year, the school purchased a brand new electronic drum kit and fifteen ukuleles. The
Year 5 and 6 students have been the lucky ones to start practising and learning how to be the next little
rock stars! They have been learning a basic rock beat and some chords and are developing their
ensemble skills, focusing on playing in time with each other and balancing the different sounds. In Years
3 and 4 the students have been practising the recorder and have learnt a few new songs already! In Preprimary, Year 1 and Year 2, the students have been singing, moving to music and using the classroom
instruments such as xylophones and djembe drums! I’m proud to say we have some fantastic musicians
at the school and it is a pleasure to see the students enjoying their music whether it be by listening,
creating or performing.
Miss Tara Oorjitham
Music Specialist

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY WITH C1
During Design and Technology, students have been looking at food production. Did you know that
cottage cheese begins its journey as cows milk on a farm? We made some cottage cheese to show
students the production involved. Students had a great session making cottage
cheese, and most tried it the next day once it had set.
“It had lots of lemon, it was very sour! It looked like a cloud.” - Zaid
“I did not like it, the cottage cheese had a weird taste!” - Aiden
“It was okay, just a bit sour, it was squishy.”- Mahdi
“The cheese was white and lumpy, I didn’t like it!” - Holly

NATIONAL RIDE2SCHOOL DAY
Friday March 19 is National Ride2School Day 2021.
How did you travel to school today? Did you walk, or ride a bike or a scooter? C2
surveyed our class on Tuesday, and discovered that six students rode or walked to
school, while seventeen came by car. We explored the benefits of active transport
for ourselves and for the environment, and we discussed possible reasons that
families might need to drive to school. Well done to those families who are
already helping reduce traffic around our school by riding or walking to school.
You might like to give riding to school a go on National Ride2School Day, on Friday
March 19. Remember to lock your bikes and scooters securely when you arrive at
school.
LASERS IN A1!
Tuesday morning was very different this week. Read the children’s stories to find out why!
One day not one day today my teacher Mrs
M she put lasers and we couldn’t get our
chairs. Mrs M is evil. We escaped school we
flew out of this evil school we went home
got in our pj’s. The next day I went to school
there was still laser. I’m out of this school.

The Funnest day at School.
On the second of March our class was
covered with lasers. When I accidentally
touched one of the lasers I turned into
Superman. When I flied out of school and
everyone gave me money. It was so cool .
It’s the best day ever??? The End

By Rachel

By Branev
When I came to school there
was lasers everywhere. I saw
Mrs Muraszko and I hided
and I scared her.
By Rohit
My school was laser. It was fun.
The laser came off.
By Raj
I went to school and I opened
the door and I saw lasers. And I
touched the lasers and I turned
into a superhero and I got some
toys.
By Isla
When I go to school I was shocked. I just drop my bag.
It was so fun wow.
By Pascal

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB
Forms have been sent home with students this week.
Online orders will close on Wednesday March 17 for
those that wish to order.

EXCELSIOR WASTE AUDIT
Can you imagine how much waste a school produces from recess
and lunch in just one day?
Well, C2 wanted to find out, so we participated in a Waste Audit
with Belinda from Waste Wise. We collected all the school bins
after lunch, and emptied everything out onto a tarpaulin. Then
Belinda showed us how to safely sort, weigh and count all the
different items into different groups.
Here are some things we discovered:
Aluminium foil can be recycled – but only if is clean and squashed
into a ball about the size of your fist. If it has lasagne on it, it has
to go to landfill.
Some items that could have been recycled were in the wrong bins.
Maybe we need better signs on our co-mingled recycling bin?
Lots of students are helping out by placing their juice boxes into
the Containers for Change bins.
We did not find very many zip-lock bags or single use plastic
wrapping. We think this is because lots of students are packing
their lunches in waste-free lunchboxes. Well done everyone!
Belinda is coming back to help us all reduce our waste even more.
SECONDHAND UNIFORM SHOP
The second-hand uniform shop will open on Thursday March 18 from
2:40 - 3 p.m. in the alcove of A Block.
FREE DRESS DAY
The Student Councillors have organised a free dress day on Friday March 12. Students are encouraged to
dress in one colour, from head to toe! Please bring a gold coin donation.
HOT CROSS BUN ORDER FORM EASTER 2021
Bakers Delight Forest Lakes would like to offer you the opportunity to
purchase delicious Hot Cross Buns and raise funds for our school. The
more buns you purchase the more Funds you earn for our School. Please
bring your order form together with full payment back to the front office
by Monday March 22. Please find the order form attached.
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