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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
If you see any
Yesterday we celebrated Harmony Day the Excelsior Way! We were delighted to have some of suspicious activities
our parents and family members present at yesterday’s assembly, to see our students perform.
the school after
The inclusive culture we have at Excelsior Primary School is something we are extremely proud hours please contact
of, and we continue to communicate the main message of Harmony Day each and every day, School Watch
that of ‘Everyone belongs’. Our talented students put on an exceptional display and I would
Security
like to acknowledge and thank Signora Podgorny, Miss Oorjitham and our School Chaplain, Mrs
1800 177 777
Pereira, for their time and efforts in preparation for this. Our students have been producing
some beautiful artwork with Mrs Davidson in the Art Room and we appreciate her efforts in
creating the lovely Harmony Day display in the undercover area and the Harmony Day hearts
adorning several of our trees.
Our Parents & Citizens Association are an invaluable part of our school community and have
worked tirelessly to raise a significant amount of money for our school, which directly benefits
our students. Currently, the P & C are seeking nominations for all Office Bearers. All positions
must be filled by Tuesday, March 23. If this does not occur, this will result in the closure of our school canteen.
Please see the notice on Connect for further details of how to nominate for a position. On behalf of our students
and staff, I would like to acknowledge and sincerely thank our outgoing Office Bearers, as follows: Mrs Claire
Robbins, President, Miss Kirsty Ellis, Vice President, Mrs Shelley Halton, Treasurer, and Mrs Jane Connor,
Secretary. In addition to being a long-serving member of our P & C, Mrs Claire Robbins has been President since
2017. Her extraordinary efforts throughout the years, for the benefit of our students, are both admirable and
appreciated. Long-serving member Cameron McLean has also stepped down as a P & C member and we thank
him for his invaluable contribution. We are pleased that Cameron will continue his position as our School Board
Chair. Our School Board is also currently seeking new members. Further information regarding this has been
included within this newsletter.
Tomorrow, many of our students in Year 5 and 6 were due to participate in the annual interschool Summer
Carnival. Unfortunately, the weather forecast of 38 degrees has forced the postponement of this event. Whilst
this is disappointing, the health and wellbeing of our students and staff remains our first priority. All participating
schools are working collaboratively to find a suitable alternate date, which is dependent upon the commitments
of each school as well as the availability of venues.
All students in Years 3 and 5 are expected to participate in NAPLAN (National Assessment Program – Literacy and
Numeracy). We are committed to ensuring our students are familiar with using devices, typing on them and
navigating through programs. Our teachers are working to ensure students are familiar with the types of
questions in the tests and continue to provide appropriate support and guidance. Next Thursday, March 25
students in Years 3 and 5 will participate in a national coordinated practice test. This test allows our school to be
confident in our connectivity capabilities, with the maximum number of students participating simultaneously,
nation-wide. The NAPLAN Online assessment commences on Tuesday May 11 and concludes on Friday May 21,
2021.
Kind regards,
Bec Stewart

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS
Excelsior Primary School is an Independent Public School, and as such is required to have a School Board.
The school, in collaboration with the board, establishes a vision for the school that reflects the aspirations and needs
of the community. The board can have an important influence on the direction of the school, with members bringing
ideas and lending their expertise to strategic planning and community partnerships.
The Excelsior School Board membership is made up of Parents, School Staff and Community Members. We are currently looking to add Parent Members to the Board and as such are inviting any parent with a child at Excelsior Primary School to nominate for these positions.
To ensure that the board contributes to effective school governance, and leads to better informed decision-making,
new ideas, opinions, solutions and stronger connections with the school community, we are keen to ensure that our
membership represents the diversity of our school community.
The School Board has meetings twice a term on Wednesday evening from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.
If you would like to nominate for the position of School Board Member or would like further information, we encourage you to send an email to either:
Bec Stewart (Principal) - rebecca.stewart2@education.wa.edu.au
Cameron McLean (School Board Chair) – cmclean@kauko.com.au

ART ANTICS
The fabulous Visual Arts Assistants have "hit the ground running". They have already been working extremely hard
to make the art room more efficient by organising and cleaning the equipment so that it can be used more
productively. They have also been helping with Harmony Day displays. The Visual Arts Assistants have been
displaying the qualities of great leaders, being trustworthy, hardworking and skilled.
I am trying to make our art more sustainable and like to recycle materials. Currently I am looking for clean coffee
pods. These are excellent for making jewelery and sculptures. They are relatively easy to clean. Using a teaspoon,
run it along the edge of the perforated aluminum. Empty the used coffee grounds into the compost. Clean the
aluminum shell under water. If you are able to do this, please send in clean coffee pods. Also, I am hoping for each
child from Year 4 - 6 to bring in a clean, plastic soft
drink bottle ( it does not matter what size) and a
clean aluminium can. These will be used for our
ANZAC Day poppies.
Mrs Danielle Davidson
Visual Arts Teacher
WIN A PARKING BAY FOR TERM 2
Your Voluntary Contribution is invaluable and helps us to provide a wide range of materials and
services including text books, web based curriculum materials, cooking ingredients and sportswear
for inter school carnivals. As an added incentive, all parents who pay their Voluntary Contributions
in full by Thursday April 1 2021 will go into the draw to win their very own parking bay for Term 2!

Easter Raffle
Excelsior Primary School P&C
$1 a ticket
Tickets available from the school office
The P&C are seeking donations of Easter Eggs and Easter items towards our Easter Raffle.
Donations for the raffle can be left at the front office.
All money raised from the raffle will be used to purchase imaginative play toys for the students to use
in the sand pits.
The Easter Raffle will be drawn on Thursday 1 April!

HARMONY DAY
Did you know nearly half of all Australians were born overseas or have a parent born overseas?
This year at Excelsior Primary we celebrated Harmony Day on March 17. Harmony Day is how we
celebrate multiculturalism at our school and in our community. A great way to share cultures is through
song and dance. Our Harmony Day assembly showcased many great cultures including Indigenous
Australian, Italian, Indian, Irish and African. Our Harmony Day lunch showed another way people come
together, which is through food. There is always a great selection of international foods, and we thank the
families of Excelsior for providing these! Students also showed their cultural appreciation by wearing
orange, the official colour of Harmony Day or wearing their traditional dress.

B3, B4 and B5 worked hard over the last several weeks to rehearse for the Harmony Day assembly. Our
song ‘Alfabeto dei Paesi,’ celebrated countries from around the world and the Italian alphabet. Did you
know that the Italian alphabet has only 21 letters? The year 3 students (and some year 2 students) can tell
you which 5 are missing!
B3, B4 and B5 have done much learning through song this term. The Harmony
Day song is part of our cultural appreciation. Learning a language is not just
about the words, but also the culture and the way we use the language. The
students have learnt that we use certain words when talking with friends, and
more formal language with adults and teachers. This has taught respect as part
of the ‘Excelsior Way’.
Signora Podgorny
Happy Harmony week parents. Yesterday we had our beautiful Harmony Day assembly and a big thank
you to our dedicated students for attending all the rehearses in the last 5 weeks. Also a big thank you to
the parents for bringing your children for early morning practice and delicious food for Harmony Day.
We had an elegant Indian dance performance, Traditional Chinese Tea ceremony and presentation,
upbeat African dance, resembling togetherness, Cheery clapstick Indigenous dance, and lastly lively Irish
music with hours of dedication from one of our wonderful parents Mrs. Chong with Irish jovial dancers.
Thank you to our students for working extremely hard and being part of an exciting, colourful Assembly
celebrating unity. Well done!
Mrs Pereira.

PERTH OBSERVATORY EXCURSION
On Monday March 15 the year 5 students went to the Perth Observatory to further their learning for
their Space and Earth Science topic. We had a wonderful day. We learnt about many interesting facts and
gained new knowledge including how to view the sun without damaging our retinas, how many
astronomical miles are between the sun and each of the planets, and how many earth years it would take
to revolve around the sun if we lived on Mars! A big Thank you to the teachers and all the parents who
helped out on the day!

EXCELSIOR’S PLAYLEADERS
This year we have introduced the role of Play Leader to our year six cohort. Excelsior Primary School is
dedicated to develop leadership skills across all areas of the curriculum and it has been wonderful to
watch the care these students show.
Play Leaders work with fellow students to guide younger pupils through the game of choice, take on the
responsibility of setting up the game or activity, lead their group, and pack away at the end of lunch time.
Most students have also volunteered to set up, and pack away toys outside B Block for younger students
to enjoy and also put sand toys in our adventure playground for students to enjoy.
This term students are playing table tennis on Monday, learning some skipping tricks on Thursdays, and on Fridays
students are participating in some acting skits.
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