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FROM THE PRINCIPAL  

I would like to extend a warm welcome to 2021, to all of our students, parents and caregivers. 
This term we have also welcomed many new students, including our three classes of Kindergarten 
students. We have had a really positive and enjoyable start to the school year and I would like to 
acknowledge our teaching staff for their efforts in ensuring each classroom is vibrant, inclusive 
and inviting. I have visited all classes on several occasions and have enjoyed seeing our students 
so engaged with their learning. Over the holidays C Block underwent a refurbishment, with new 
carpets and new, height-adjustable desks installed in all classrooms. 
 

This term we are pleased to have two new teachers join our fabulous Excelsior Primary School 
staff, Miss Simpson in A3 Pre-primary and Mrs Davidson, our new Visual Arts Specialist. One of 
our valued Education Assistants, Mrs Hunt, has recently left our school. We thank Mrs Hunt for 
her contribution to our school over many years and wish her all the very best in her next 
endeavour. 
 

Parent Information Booklets were sent home with students earlier this week.  If you have any 
remaining queries or concerns, you are encouraged to make an appointment for a meeting with your child’s teacher. 
 

Our preferred method of communication remains via CONNECT. It is of utmost importance that you advise the office of 
any changes to your email address to ensure that you are receiving up to date information as it becomes available. All 
students have now received a Good Standing Agreement, Student Health Care Summary, Third Party Permission Form, 
Online Services Agreement and Permission to Publish Forms. We ask that you complete the forms and return to the 
office by tomorrow, 19 February, 2021.  Students are not able to access the internet without the consent form and it is 
imperative that we have updated health records for your child each year. 
 

The Excelsior Primary School Dress Code provides standards of what is acceptable in relation to the clothing worn by 
students at the school including headwear, footwear and aspects of personal presentation. Dress requirements play an 
important role in promoting a positive image of the school and creating a sense of identity among students. A copy of 
our School Dress Code has been attached to this newsletter, for your convenience. 
 

If your child is away from school an explanation is needed stating the reason for the absence. A message via the SMS 
Absentee hotline on 0438 936 827 is the preferred method for our records. Notification may also be through a phone 
call to the office, written note or email. Please advise the school or teacher of absences, where possible, in advance. 
Parents who do not account for the absence of their child will be contacted via SMS or by the school office to provide 
an explanation.  
 

Parents are requested to park in the designated car parks along Bridge Road and Shreeve Road, or to use the Kiss and 
Drop Zone located on Cordata Street. Children do not always act predictably so please take extra care around the 
school to avoid any dangerous or unpleasant incidences. Parking always presents a challenge around schools at the 
beginning and the end of the school day. Safe traffic flow depends on every parent observing the rules and 
conventions for safe parking. Students walking or riding to school greatly assists to reduce the traffic congestion. 
Excelsior Primary School is committed to the safe movement of all children and adults around the school. Thank you in 
advance for your cooperation and understanding. The Ranger periodically patrols all schools around opening and 
closing time and will issue infringement notices, and fines, when necessary. 
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The 2021 Parent Information Handbook is now available on our website for your perusal. Current policy and procedures 
are covered in the Handbook and we recommend that you refer to this should you have any queries. Additional queries 
are to please be directed to the front office. Term Planners are also available on the website. 
A reminder that we, like all schools, are to continue to adhere to the Phase 4 Department of Education Guidelines, based 
on current Health advice including: 
 Physical distancing measures apply, including one adult per two square metres and maintaining 1.5 metres 

between adults. 
 Good hygiene practices continue to be promoted and maintained. 
 Additional cleaning continues to be undertaken throughout the school day. 
 Parents, caregivers and visitors are very welcome onto school grounds, whilst adhering to physical distancing 

requirements. 
 Students who are unwell are not to attend school. 
 School activities can operate with the ongoing promotion and practice of good hygiene principles, physical 

distancing of 1.5 metres between adults and adhering to the two square metre per person venue capacity rule, 
including: 

 Assemblies:  Parent and carers are advised that you will be invited to attend assemblies when your child’s class is 
performing the item and/or if your child is receiving a merit certificate.  These assemblies will be held on Friday of 
weeks 4 and 8, with two classes combining to perform an item. 

 Library use and access. 
 Contact sport and training.  Equipment can be shared, ensuring equipment is cleaned regularly. 
 Interschool activities. 
 Incursions and excursions. 
 PEAC. 
 Visitors and third-party providers on school sites can occur including parent/carer meetings, School Board/

Council, P&C and staff meetings with regular cleaning of used areas to apply. 
 Visitors on school sites should sign in as per usual protocols. This does not include drop-off and pick-up times. 
We look forward to a fantastic year, the Excelsior Way, as we work together with our supportive school community to 
enable all students to achieve their maximum potential, both academically and socially. 
 

Kind Regards 
Bec Stewart 
Principal 
 

NEW STAFF AT EXCELSIOR 
'Hi everyone! My name is Miss Simpson and I will be teaching in Pre-Primary A3. This is my second 
year of teaching and Early Childhood Education is my passion. I love camping, walking my dog and 
spending time with family and friends. I am so excited to join the Excelsior school community!' 
 

Miss Melissa Simpson 
Early Childhood Teacher 
 

Hello Excelsior Primary School students, Parents and the wider community. My name is Danielle 
Davidson, and I am the new Visual Arts Specialist. I feel very excited and privileged to be working at 
such a beautiful school. I have been teaching for 27 years and have loved every minute of it. I look 
forward to teaching for many years at Excelsior Primary school and loving every second of it. I have 
heard many compliments about the school, the staff and the students and look forward to meeting 
everyone in the community.  
The curriculum has a major focus on “sustainability” and “Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders”. I 
try to incorporate these two main focuses into artwork. From time to time, I may ask  for students to 
bring in certain objects to create more sustainable artwork. I adore the culture of our First People and this is one of 
many influences in my teaching program. Currently we are in need of plastic lids from soft drinks or milk bottles and 
clean coffee pods. (Please do not send in unclean ones, as I will not have time to clean them.)  I will be asking certain 
classes to bring an empty soft drink can, milk bottle or soft drink bottle soon, leading into ANZAC day. I will let those 
classes know in due course. We will however be starting the year with portraits, family portraits and pet portraits. If the 
Year 4-6 students have photographs of their pets and family on the iPad, and if the Pre-primary to Year 3 students could 
have a hard copy on A4 paper, that would be extremely helpful. If you do not have access to a printer, not to worry, we 
will work it out.  
Looking ahead, I would love some parent help for various art projects and will put the “call out” when the time arises. In 
the meantime, I look forward to meeting you all and having a year of fantastic learning and being creative. 
 

Mrs Danielle Davidson 
Visual Arts Specialist 

 



LIBRARY NEWS 
Welcome back! To kick start another fun filled year of reading we have recently added many new tiles to our 
collection including the latest books from authors David Walliams, Anh Do and J.K.Rowling.  We are also very 
excited to announce that access to Sora is available again this year.  Our eBook collection, filled with many exciting 
new print and audio titles, can be accessed 24 hours a day, seven days a week from any digital device simply by 
logging in to the website or downloading the app.  Please remember, Library fun doesn’t just involve reading and 
listening to awesome books.  The Library will also be open at lunchtime each Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
with many activities available for students to participate in including: games, lego challenges, puzzles, drawing, 
origami, wool craft and much, much 
more. 
I look forward to seeing everyone there. 
Mrs Richards  
Librarian  
 

 

 

 

SUSTAINABILITY THE EXCELSIOR WAY! 
At Excelsior we are continually looking at ways to re-think and reduce 
our waste streams, reuse and recycle where possible and to re-
educate our students and school community about waste.  
One of our Initiatives is the school Recycling Hub, located adjacent to 
the UCA. 
Here parents and students can drop off the following items into the 
labelled collection containers:  
 
 Nespresso Coffee Pods – dry Nespresso only pods 
 Oral Care – Dental products such as toothbrushes, toothpaste tubes, electric 

toothbrush heads 
 Mobile Muster - unwanted mobile phones 
 Batteries – all size batteries 
 Bottle Tops – clean plastic bottle lids 
 Bread Tags – use for wheelchair projects 
 Uniforms – Excelsior Primary uniforms go to the second hand Uniform Shop 
 Good Samaritan – clothes and items donated to the Good Sammys 
 Writing Instruments – used pens and markers 
 
Please remember to take home any plastic bags to refill. 
By recycling these items and sending them to the appropriate collection centres we are 
helping to reduce the amount of landfill. 
Thank you to parents and students for the wonderful waste free lunchboxes coming to 
school each day. We can all work together to make a difference. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



C3 CLASSROOM 
On returning to school we were welcomed by the  new smell of carpet and 
brand new desks. They certainly make a positive impact on our room. The 
room feels inviting, fresh and much  larger. The colour scheme of the desks 
carpets and chairs work beautifully together creating a fresh vibrant learning 
environment. One of the benefits of the carpet tiles is they can be easily 
replaced if damaged, so our carpet will stay looking good for many years to 
come. The new adjustable desks with large under tray storage come in both 
double and single seating to suit different learning styles as well as the 
individual student as they grow  
•Corinna “ I love the adjustable height of the desks and carpet design.” 
•Rosemary “ I love the adjustable desk height, it’s good for me because I’m 
tall. The carpet is soft!” 
•Shaun “I love the new trays because you can fit more in. The whole class 
looks cleaner!” 
•Heidi “I love that the trays are bigger and colourful. I also love the carpet 
design and the different shades of grey.” 
 
WIN A PARKING BAY FOR TERM 2 
Congratulations to the Hughes family who won our Term 1 Parking Bay! 
Your Voluntary Contribution is invaluable and helps us to provide a wide range of 
materials and services including text books, web based curriculum materials, cooking 
ingredients and sportswear for inter school carnivals. As an added incentive, all parents 
who pay their Voluntary Contributions in full by Thursday 1 April 2021 will go into the 
draw to win their very own parking bay for Term 2! 
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CONTAINERS FOR CASH 
Containers for Change provides exciting 
opportunities for to raise much-needed funds 
for our school, as well as showing a 
commitment to the 
 environment and encouraging better 
recycling  
behaviours in the community.  
So, why not turn your containers into change 
today?  
Simply quote Excelsior PS Scheme ID 
C10349086 at your local  refund point to 
donate your containers.  
Our closest drop off 
point is: 
Good Sammy 
Recycling  
35 Banister Rd 
Canning Vale 
Ph 9463 0500 
 


