
Respect 

Relationships 

Responsibilities 

Reach for the Stars 

The Excelsior Way 

Excelsior News 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 

Today, the State Government announced changes to education based on a review of 
current arrangements and updated health advice.  As of Monday, 18 May 2020 all 
students are expected to attend school, except for those students medically referred 
to learn from home.  This means students are either: 
 

 at school; 
 have a medical referral to learn from home; or 
 recorded as absent if they do not attend. 

 

Current health advice states that schools remain safe for staff and students and 
should remain open.  We want to make sure all children get the best education 
possible, which is why attending school is so important.  We are here to make sure all 
children are learning and there’s no doubt, schools are the best place for them to 
learn. 
 

For parents with medical advice that their child should not attend school, we will 
work with you in partnership with the School of Special Educational Needs:  Medical 
and Mental Health to support your child’s learning from home.  If you feel your child 
is in this category, please do not hesitate to contact me and we will work together on 
the next steps. 
 

If your child does not attend school without a medical reason, they will be marked absent and will not 
be provided a learning program.  The extra cleaning and hygiene practices implemented at the start of 
Term 2 will continue and as part of the social distancing measures, we continue to ask parents and 
caregivers to drop children at the school gates and not enter the school grounds. 
 

In recent weeks we have seen a marked increase in the number of students returning to school and 
attendance is now up to 90%, which is fantastic. We thank you all for your ongoing support in following 
the guidelines for dropping off and picking up your children from school.  It has been lovely to see so 
many smiling faces each morning and afternoon.  Staff have observed an increase in the resilience and 
independence of students in terms of drop off and pick up, and students are extremely happy to be able 
to re-connect with their friends.  A reminder that students are to please be collected as close as possible 
to the designated times and, whilst we acknowledge that at times parents are delayed through no fault 
of their own, this needs to be the exception rather than a regular occurrence.  We are fortunate to have 
Camp Australia before and after school care on site providing a great service for our families as needed. 
 

If you see any  
suspicious activities 

the school after 
hours please contact 

School Watch  
Security 

1800 177 777 

REMINDER 
SCHOOL 

DEVELOPMENT 
DAY 

Friday 29 May 
(Students do not 

attend) 

 14 May 2020 



Last term, the Pre-primary students participated in the mandated On-entry assessments.  The data 
obtained provides the classroom teacher with information about the skills and understandings that each 
student demonstrates at the beginning of the school year.  This information will now be used to plan and 
deliver targeted programs, reflective of each student’s needs and capabilities. It enables us to identify 
students who require extension or additional support. Parents will receive summaries of their child’s On-
entry assessments tomorrow. 
 

I would like to acknowledge all staff for their ongoing commitment to our students and our school.  We 
are grateful for the additional cleaning that continues throughout each school day, to help keep 
everyone safe. The professionalism, flexibility and work ethic that our teachers continue to demonstrate, 
to provide quality planning, lessons and feedback to all students is greatly appreciated.  The very capable 
Ms Eddy is currently teaching Art whilst Mr Smith is on extended leave.  
  

The Department of Education has just released a video, entitled Building On Strength in Uncertain Times: 
In this together, which provides relatable and culturally responsive information for Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander staff, parents and community members about these challenging times from both a  
system-level and Aboriginal perspective.  The video is narrated by the Department’s Elders in Residence 
and senior Aboriginal staff.  These messages are relevant to all school communities and highlight the 
2020 National Reconciliation Week theme In This Together which resonates at this time, as it reminds us 
whether in a crisis or in reconciliation, we are all “in this together”. You can view the video here. 
 

The State Government will continue to make decisions based on the best health advice.  Thank you for 
your continued support as we move forward. 
 

Kindest regards, 
Bec Stewart 
 
EXCELSIOR PRIMARY SCHOOL DRESS CODE 
The Excelsior Primary School Dress Code provides standards of what is acceptable in relation to the 
clothing worn by students at the school including headwear, footwear and aspects of personal  
presentation. 
Dress requirements play an important role in promoting a positive image of the school and creating a 
sense of identity among students.  
 

Students are expected to wear school uniform which includes any of the following:  
navy shorts, skorts, skirts or track pants 
school polo shirt 
school dress 
navy zip jacket or school jacket 
Faction shirts and Year 6 Leaver shirts are available and can be worn when required. 
Leggings may only be worn under school clothing (not on their own) and should be dark blue or black. 
Denim is excluded from the School Dress Code. 
Any additional clothing worn, e.g. winter jackets, should be consistent with the school colours and 
should not have large logos. 
 

B4 ARTWORK 
In B4 we have been looking at art made by Aboriginal people. Art made by the First People told stories 
and taught lessons. We collected dry leaves from around the school and decorated these using some 
symbols and patterns. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXCELSIOR PRIMARY SCHOOL’S eBOOK COLLECTION 
It’s great to see so many students accessing and enjoying our new eBooks.  For those who are yet to have 
a look, please do, as there are many titles both old and new to enjoy.   
The collection contains both fiction and non-fiction titles. Many have a narration feature that gives the 
student the option to have the book read to them while they follow along with the text. 
If you are looking for some good titles to read to the younger years why not try ‘Ada Twist Scientist’, 
‘Noni The Pony’ or ‘Elmer And Rose’. 
Some popular new series for our middle years include: ‘Sam Wu’, ‘The Princess in Black’ or ‘The Museum 
Mysteries’.  
Older readers might enjoy titles such as: ‘Flunked’, ‘Trouble Twisters’ or ‘Dragonkeeper’. 
If your child is not a keen reader, perhaps they would enjoy an audiobook.  Many          reluctant readers 
have developed a love for books as a result of listening to audiobooks.   
Audiobooks help develop listening skills, vocabulary and confidence and are fantastic to listen to in the 
car or just while relaxing in a bean bag at home. 
If you have any questions about our eBook collection please feel free to email  
Mrs Richards at  Collett.Richards@education.wa.edu.au. 
Enjoy! 
 
 

C4 
We have been very excited in C4 to return to face to face learning. We have been busy getting back into 
our routines even though they may look a little different. The most exciting part of coming back to school 
has been using the new eBooks. We have loved being able to access the library books at any time from 
our iPad and we are really loving the audio books. Many of us have discovered a new love of reading and 
we have a new generation of Harry Potter fans thanks to Steven Fry’s amazing narration. We would like 
to say was big thank you to Mrs Richards for all her hard working in setting up the new eBooks. 

Parenting in a Pandemic - Support for Families 

Founder of the internationally acclaimed Triple P – Positive Parenting Program, Professor Matthew  
Sanders is a world-leading parenting expert. 

In this podcast series, he’ll be answering your questions and providing real, actionable advice to help 
you steer your household through these uncharted waters. 

It provides the following information for parents via podcasts from Triple P International: 

         Introducing parenting in a pandemic (around 1.5 minutes) 

         Episode 1:  There’s no playbook for parenting in a pandemic (about 12 minutes) 

         Episode 2:  Creating routine and predictability in uncertain times (about 12 minutes) 
https://pfsc.psychology.uq.edu.au/parentinginapandemic 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpfsc.psychology.uq.edu.au%2Fparentinginapandemic&data=02%7C01%7CBrenda.Creighton%40education.wa.edu.au%7C8bb5be73ce194b5850b708d7efed4d6b%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C6372416747

